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money from them for so long a time; that when he wrote back to the Secretary here of this transaction, he should mention nothing of the money, &c.—signed 'Danby.'
This put the House into a flame, and it was presently moved that he ought to be impeached of high treason; for this was endeavouring to divide the King from, his Parliament, and to make it of no use. One Mr. Powell said further that it was to take upon him to usurp a power to the exclusion of other councillors, who had right to advise the King as well as himself; the very treason which was laid to the charge of the Spencers and the Duke of Ireland in Eichard the Second's reign.
To this was -answered that it was not so great an offence to write this by the King's own order, which 5vas expressed in the letter itself, and would be owned, as supposed, by the King at this time. That the King had power to advise with which of his councillors he pleased; and if his Majesty saw that the confederates would make a peace, which we must follow, where was the harm to make what advantage we could to ourselves by it, and to spare at the same time the purses of his subjects?
The second letter purported an assurance that there were inclinations of a very fair understanding between us and his Majesty of France; with advice to hasten the peace, because the Duke seemed every day more and more averse to it, with mention of some towns as conditionary to be delivered up by the French to the confederates, upon concluding this peace. • Mr. Montagu declared in the House that the French King was willing to deliver up two towns more than he did in the former treaty; but that my Lord Treasurer was so earnest and pressing for money, that he made the terms much worse for the con-